SIGNS & WONDERS

March 2010 (Volume 12, Number 8)
A monthly newsletter by evangelist T. R. Post

"It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and
wonders that the Most High God has performed for me."
- Daniel 4:2 (NIV)

ONCE SAVED, ALWAYS SAVED?

Two years ago | exchanged emails with a man who originally contacted me about
something he didn't like in one of my YouTube videos. During our correspondence, | found out
this man believed in the doctrine of Oonce saved, always savedQOmeaning that once a person is
born again, he cannot lose his salvation. Not long afterwards, my then-roommate heard
someone at his church teaching the same thing at a Bible study.

A few months later, | visited another church where the teacher of an adult Sunday school
class repeatedly expressed his belief in Oonce saved, always saved.O | asked him about
Revelation 3:5, in which Jesus talks about names being blotted out from the Book of Life. The
teacher wouldnOt answer my question. Someone sitting nearby revealed to me tha another
congregation member shared this same Scripture before with the Sunday school teacher.

Teaching GodOs word to others is an awesome responsibility that should not be taken
lightly. James 3:1 warns, “My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we
shall receive a stricter judgment.” Regardless of how long one has been a Christian, he should
always be teachable and open to correction. A minister who doesnOt rightly divide the word can
negatively impact the lives of people who donOt take the time to study the Bible on their own.

Recently | posted on YouTube a short video on Oonce saved, always saved.O It triggered
comments from a viewer who wasnOt in agreement with what | taught. That prompted me to dig
deeper in the word regarding this subject. As a result, | found additional Scriptures confirming the
reality that a Christian can lose his salvation if heOs not watchful. While preparing this article, the
Lord reminded me of the Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins in Matthew 25E

1 “Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and
went out to meet the bridegroom.

2 Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

3 Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them,

4 but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

5 But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept.

6 And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet
him!’

7 Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps.

8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’

9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but
go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’

10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in
with him to the wedding; and the door was shut.

11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’

12 But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, | say to you, | do not know you.’

13 Waftch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is

Signs & Wonders newsletter B March 2010 1



coming.”

Salvation is a gift based on our beliefs, not upon our works (see Ephesians 2:8-9). Once
a person is born again, itOs up to m how much he will grow as a Christian. Philippians 2:12
says, "Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling." Notice this
verse does not say, "work for your salvation”. The works referred to are works of belief, not of
things done.

LOSING MY RELIGION

While the Bible does say that God will never leave us nor forsake us, man can still
choose to leave Him. 1 Timothy 4:1 says, “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some
will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons.” Notice this
verse does not describe people who never knew the Lord but those departing from the faith. A
similar warning can be found in Hebrews 3:12, “Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an
evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God.” Once again, this passage is addressed to
believers.

People who preach Oonce saved, always savedO quote Scriptureske Hebrews 9:12 that
supposedly guarantees eternal redemption regardless of how a Christian lives his life. The
dictionary defines redemption as "the action of saving or being saved from sin.” Redemption by
the blood of Jesus Christ is eternal if one continues abiding in Him. Jesus gave this warning in
John 15:6, "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they
gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.” One definition of the word abide
is, "continue without fading."

A few other Scriptures refer to peopleOs names being blotted out or erased from the
LambOs Book of Life. As mentioned earlier, Jesus said in Revelation 3:5,"He who overcomes
shall be clothed in white garments, and | will not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will
confess his name before My Father and before His angels.” In Deuteronomy 9:14, God talked
about "blotting out" the names of the rebellious Israelites from under heaven. When Moses
interceded for them, he prayed in Exodus 32:32 for his name to be blotted from the book if the
Lord wouldnOt forgive their sins.

So how can a believer lose his salvation? LetOs suppose a Christian man backslides and
gets involved in an adulterous relationship. A friend finds out about it and confronts the adulterer
with the Seventh Commandment, OThou shalt not commit adultery.” If the adulterer repents, then
his relationship with the Lord is restored. As 1 John 1:9 says, "If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

But if the adulterer were to say something like, "I don't believe in that Jesus stuff
anymore", then he would no longer be saved. 2 Timothy 2:12 clearly says, "If we endure, we
shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us." This is not to say that doing
good works keeps a person saved. Ongoing repentance is not works.

| can testify to the reality that a person can drift away from the things of God. When | was
a kid, | went to a traditional denominational church that gave me negative perceptions of
Christianity. 1 didnOt like sitting on hard wooden pews listening to boring organ music, lifeless
sermons, and dealing with Sunday school classmates who treated me terribly. | actually looked
forward to becoming an adult so | wouldnOt have to go to church.

However when | was 17, a girl that | was dating encouraged me to get involved in a
Christian organization called Young Life. Someone told me at one of their meetings that God
would hear my prayers if | asked Jesus Christ to come into my heart. So | did and briefly
attended a Bible study. | could have chosen to progress in the things of God. Unfortunately, |
didnOt.

It was around this time | heard about preachers who were outspoken against secular rock
music. Many of them insisted we should listen to "Christian rock” and gospel music only. Back
then, the contemporary Christian music | heard sounded lame and outdated compared to the
secular stuff | loved so much. So | thought to myself, If | have to be a good little Christian by
listening to this wimpy stuff all day long, then forget it! | backed off from pursuing a relationship
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with God, sought a career in the secular music business, and fell into a lifestyle of sin.
Fortunately the prayers of my sister and her husband played a part in me recommitting my life to
the Lord a decade later.

Some carnal Christians have this notion that just because they said the sinnerOs prayer,
they can continue living any way they want. Deuteronomy 29:19-20 in the New Living Translation
warns, “Those who hear the warnings of this curse should not congratulate themselves, thinking,
‘I am safe, even though | am following the desires of my own stubborn heart.” This would lead to
utter ruin!  The Lord will never pardon such people. Instead his anger and jealousy will burn
against them. All the curses written in this book will come down on them, and the Lord will erase
their names from under heaven."

OOnce saved, always savedO can be a dangerous dadne considering itOs possible for a
Christian to progress in his relationship with the Lord to where thereOs no hope for forgiveness if
he were to return to a lifestyle of sin. Hebrews 6:4-6 says, "For it is impossible for those who
were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the
Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, if they fall
away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of
God, and put Him to an open shame." This passage doesn't apply to "baby Christians" but
mature believers who for whatever reason turn away from the Lord.

Another Scripture that refutes the doctrine of Oonce saved, alwayssavedO isRomans
11:22, “Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but
toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.” The
Amplified Bible rendering of this verse reads, “Then note and appreciate the gracious kindness
and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God's gracious kindness to
you--provided you continue in His grace and abide in His kindness; otherwise you too will be cut
off (pruned away).”

GOD ALLOWS U-TURNS

The Bible makes it very clear that salvation is a free gift from God that can be lost if one
chooses to backslide into a lifestyle of unrepentant sin. Just as driving is a privilege, so is
freedom in Christ. Jesus died to free people from sin, not to give them freedom to sin. In JudeOs
epistle, he writes about Christians taking their freedom too far. Verse 4 says, “For certain men
have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who
turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ.”
ItOs one thing to sin ignorantly. 1tOs another tmow the rules of the road and deliberately disobey
them.

So the next time you encounter a carnal Christian who believes, Oonce saved, always
savedO, be bold enough to speak the truth in love to him. You might help prevent a deceived
believer from spending eternity in hell. James 5:19-20 says, “Brethren, if anyone among you
wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner
from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.”

If you have previously taught the doctrine of Oonce saved, always savedO, my prayer is
that this article will encourage you to humble yourself and adjust your theology. If youOre one who
previously believed Oonce saved, always savedO but have been living in sin, | exhort you to repent
right now and fully commit your life to the Lord. All you need to do is say a prayer like thisE

"God in Heaven, | know I'm a sinner and | need Your help. | believe in my heart that Jesus

Christ died on the cross for my sins and rose again from the dead. Jesus, come into my

heart, make Yourself real to me, cleanse me and protect me with Your precious blood, fill

me with the Holy Spirit, keep me away from sin, make me a soul winner, be my Lord and
Savior. Amen.”

Congratulations! You have just reserved a place in heaven by making Jesus Christ your
Lord and Savior. God has an awesome plan and purpose for your life that will manifest if you
take the time to build a relationship with Him. For more information on that, please log onto the
Oseekers and new believersO section in the Signs & Wonders web site.

Signs & Wonders newsletter B March 2010 3



T.R.Os TRAVELS il

MORE MINISTRY IN FLORIDA

As reported in last monthOs newsletter, | took a trip down to Florida to get away from
colder weather. For the first few days | stayed with my friends Joe & Susie who live in a country
home about an hour north of Tampa. | spent most of that time fasting and praying. However,
one afternoon two JehovahOs Witnesses showed up on the property andvanted me to do a OBible
studyO with them. | quickly grabbed my Bible, took authority in the spiritual realm and asked the
Holy Spirit to pour out His presence upon the grounds.

Immediately | asked the JehovahOs Witnesses where they would spend eternity when
their lives ended. As | expected, one of the women replied Oon the earthO and tried to use John
17:3 to back up her belief. In response, | showed them John chapter 3 verses 3, 7, and 16-17 in
my Bible. Both women claimed to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. But when | asked
them to confess, "Jesus is my Lord", neither of them would say that. They left a short time later.

Four days later | got a ride to Rodney Howard-BrowneOs church The River at Tampa Bay.
A minister friend of mine who lives within walking distance of the church let me stay at his place
for a few days. One morning while walking to The River, a man named Shawn waiting at a bus
stop prayed to receive salvation. Later that day while walking by a machine shop, | ministered to
an employee named Marshall. He also prayed to receive salvation. Heaven rejoices!

The next morning | took a bus to Alcance Misionero, a missionary house | normally stay
at when in the Tampa Bay area (they had been full but space finally opened up for me). A block
away from the house, | noticed a small dollar store had opened up. | witnessed to two men
talking in front of the store. A young man on a bicycle claimed his father was a Christian but
didnOt want to pray with me. But the other man who worked at the dollar store prayed to receive
salvation. Hallelujah!

During my time in Florida, | got to lead 73 people to the Lord. | also ministered to a
young man waiting at a bus stop. Brent had received salvation before but was backslidden.
Brent prayed to recommit his life to the Lord and even talked about becoming a missionary. Later
that day | went to the University Mall food court area to use their wifi since thereOs no Internet
access at the missionary house. As | walked outside the mall, | prayed with two young men
hanging around the front entrance. One of them giggled as he prayed. ItOs fun to see people
experiencing the joy of the Lord for the first time.

On Super Bowl Sunday, | walked to All Nations Outreach Center, an Assembly of God
church | sometimes visit when in Tampa. On my way there, | passed out tracts and led one man
named Garland to the Lord. Later that night | returned to the church for a Super Bowl party. As |
walked back to the missionary house, | saw four women outside a bar and decided to witness to
them. One of them was drunk and became very belligerent. But another woman took a tract
from me. It was a seed-planting opportunity. The next day, | walked up and down Busch
Boulevard and saw ten more people get born again. 1Om sure the angels in heaven were rejoicing
louder than Saints fans in New Orleans.

SINS WASHED AWAY

The day before | left Tampa, | planned on washing clothes using the washing machine at
the missionary house. Unfortunately | found out it had stopped working and was given away.
This meant having to walk to a nearby Laundromat where a divine appointment resulted. One
man approached me asking what time it was. After | told him, | boldly asked Lewis if he knew
that God loved him and has an awesome plan for his life. Lewis knew that but wasnOt totally sure
of his eternal destiny. After hearing the gospel, Lewis prayed to have his sins washed away by
the blood of Jesus. Hallelujah!
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OIOM DYINGO

As | was walking to visit some friends in Tampa, | saw three kids playing near a school.
One of them fell on the sidewalk and jokingly hollered, OIOm dying.O | recognized this as an open
door to share the gospel. | responded to this kidOs comment by asking, ODo you know where you
will spend eternity after you die?O He and his friends thought they were going to heaven but for
the wrong reasons. After hearing the gospel, Johnny (the OdyingO one), Mark, and Justice all
prayed to receive salvation. Praise the Lord!

TESTIMONY OF PROVISION

Following my two-week stay at Alcance Misionero, | flew to Charlotte, North Carolina to
attend meetings at MorningStar Fellowship in nearby Fort Mill, South Carolina. My faith was
tested as | arrived with just enough money to stay two nights at a Motel 6. The next night a friend
offered to arrange for me to stay at the Heritage Grand Hotel on the MorningStar grounds. The
morning after my stay there, | had to check out since | didnOt have enagh money for another
night. | hung around the lobby working on my laptop and later attended that eveningOs service
while trusting God for a place to stay. | was determined to let Him provide without asking anyone
for help.

The hotel staff graciously let me keep my baggage behind their counter until something
opened up for me. By 12:00 midnight, almost everyone had left the sanctuary area and | still
didnOt have a place to stay. | felt a need to inform the hotel staff of my situation. They thanked
me for doing so and said | could continue hanging around the lobby area but wasnOt allowed to
sleep. So | resumed work on my laptop.

Finally at 2 AM, a woman struck up a conversation with me. She soon recognized me as
one of her Facebook friends. | didnOt ay anything about a need for lodging until she asked me
where | was staying. She then called a friend of hers who agreed to let me stay in one of the
cabins right across the street from MorningStar! To my surprise, my host later gave me $25 for
food. Our mutual friend also bought two CDs from me. Our God provides!

“And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”
- Philippians 4:19

Signs & Wonders Radio is an Internet-only station featuring modern
' worship music plus short teachings on fulfilling the Great Commission.
Please log onto www.live365.com/stations/trpost to listen. You can let us
know what you like (and donOt like) hearing on Signs & Wonders Radidy
SIGNS & WONDERS clicking on the Othumbs upO or Othumbs dowin@n next to each recording in
RADIO . . . . .
the Live365 player window. Thanks again for listening!

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
- Romans 10:17

% MUSIC FOR SALE %

Trance Figured ($10 B mp3 files) is the latest album of electronic music
produced by T. R. Post. 14 tracks include @asting Down ImaginationsO,
ORazing HellO)nto the Depths of God", @&ntering the Third HeavenQ "Sweet
Sleep", and "High On Him.O All T. R. PostOs music CDs has been discounted to
$12 including postage (U. S. and Canadian orders only). To order this and/or
other CDs, please send your payment via PayPal to toddpost@mac.com
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OSigns & WondersO is a monthly newsletter written for the purpose of preaching the
gospel and teaching others to do the same. Unless noted otherwise, all Bible verses quoted are
from the New King James Version. If someone forwarded this newsletter to you and you want to
be added to the mailing list, please log onto www.signsandwonders.org/subscribe. If you no
longer wish to receive OSigns & WondersO, please send an email tinddpost@mac.com and type
OunsubscribeO in the subject field.

If the Lord leads you to send a donation, you can do so electronically either through
PayPal or by wiring the funds through MoneyGram or Western Union (please email me ahead of
time before doing so). If you prefer using snail mail, please make your check or money order
payable to: Todd R. Post B P.O. Box 329 - Ashland, VA 23005.

Thanks again to all of you for your prayers and financial support. Until next time, have a
Merry Christmas and (as always)..."Be blessed beyond measure!"

T. R. Post

T. R. Post

PO Box 329

Ashland, VA 23005 USA

Email: toddpo st@mac.com

Main Web Site: www.signsandwonders.org
Radio Station: www.live365.com/stations/trpost

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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